aren't those wretched monks driven from the city ? Why aren't they stoned, or flung into the Tiber ?' And if Augustine had asked the meaning of it all, he would have heard that a certain fanatical monk, of the name of Eusebius Hierony-mus, a savage Pannonian or Dalmatian, had a school, in the palace of Marcella up on the Aventine, where he taught these suicidal doctrines to a group of women. On further inquiry—for the name monk would be new to him—he would learn this curious story. When Athanasius came to Rome in 341 he brought with him two monks, who attracted as much attention as Symmachus's Scotch dogs. They moved freely amongst the wealthy Christians, telling the marvellous story of the Egyptian desert. There were several Christian palaces. The great house of the Probi had loyally imitated the emperor's example immediately after his victory, and others had followed. The monastic idea appealed to the ladies of these families; we do not, unfortunately, find any indication of masculine fervour in them until late in the century. In the course of time way to a wild burst of grief, and was carriedll religions,  this   much  is  certain — they  improve from   age  to   age.      Not   the   conservatism  forlemain, etc., were dropped.
